RELIGIONS
POSITIVE, BUT CHANGED BY MAN AND OFTEN NOT CORRECT
To many people religion is what makes their lives totally meaningful and helps direct them on how to live their lives.  There are many excellent ideas and principles included in religion, but they have to be sifted out of the “dogma” and assertions of “truth” that cannot be proven.  

An excellent job of pulling the principles out, though I don’t agree with a number of them, is in John Templeton’s Wisdom from World Religions: Pathways Toward Heaven on Earth.

People fight wars over this, with their religion being the right one, in an effort to defend the very basis for their lives which they believe to be the “truth”.    Many people, such as the terrorists, spill blood or condone blood spilling in the name of religion, yet they violate the tenets of the religion itself in so doing.  But they justify it and “re-write” some of the laws, rules, and edicts, which cannot all be correct, since they conflict, though they are purported to be from the only god.   
Many religions claim to be the only true one, and that might be possibly true of one of them, but overall we have a dilemma (conflict of logic) here.

At best, most of the religions are good attempts by mankind to explain what is not understood and/or verifiable in a scientific sense.  In other words, in religions and in some of the growth disciplines people “make up” an explanation of something that cannot be seen and for which they have no verifiable scientific proof.  After awhile they simply “know” that something is “true,” because of intuition
 or because it seems logical (but has lots of holes in the reasoning or premise).  
And one of the good things about these (essentially) fabrications is that they help people feel more comfort and/or guide them to lead better lives.  As man wrote these, he also included some philosophical truths that are feasible, yet we need to sift those out from what is actually workable for living better lives.   He also included some things to assure his domination or security, such as in some of the oppressive rules with regard to women that assure that the man will not be threatened – some rules work, but some are beyond the pale.  Unthinking faith is not good faith or sound thinking!
While many people assert that the “facts” in their holy book are correct, the books themselves are contradictory, some of them grossly so.  The Gnostics Gospels, separately discovered, record a different factual version of the life of Jesus, a great teacher but one considered by many to be the actually only path to heaven or salvation.  Such other discrepancies come about when one looks at history and sees that there were previous remarkably similar writings about happenings that were about saviors and virgin births.  Although these suggest that mankind tends to “make up” stories to fit what is desired, they by no means “prove” that any one religion or aspect of a religion is not true.  
Considering all the facts, all logic dictates that we carefully sift out and reason for ourselves what to believe or not believe.  However, even if you choose to believe and choose to characterize that as “fact” because you “know”
 it as “truth”
, consider that you could be incorrect in that, since it is not provable.  
� I am recommending this for your review and sifting out what actually works from the maybe not so true other ones in the excellent collection.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com" �www.thelifemanagementalliance.com�, Life Management, Problem Solving,   � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com/Psychological/Intuition.doc" \t "_self" �Intuition� – What is it?  Does it work, and, if so, how should we utilize it?


� A term that is used after people have believed so strongly or for such a long time that is becomes as if they “know” it and can swear to it being true.  It becomes indisputable, because of this “knowing”, which is similar to intuition (enter “intuition” into the search engine on � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com" �www.thelifemanagementalliance.com�. 


� Although under � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com" �www.thelifemanagementalliance.com�, Relationships, Communication section,   � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com/Relationship/Communication/Reality.doc" \t "_self" �Reality and Perception Are Often Different - Fact, Truth, Reality, and Perception�, helps define “truth.”





